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A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE EARLY OREGON SESSION LAWS 
AND CODES. 


By GLENN Farrsrook, LL. B., Librarian University of Washington Law School. 


To give a list of the books containing the published laws of Oregon would be a 
comparatively simple matter, but to attempt to recite the facts regarding their 
publication in the early days of her history, and to enumerate the laws in force at 
a given time, is a difficult task indeed, and one which leaves in the mind of him who 
undertakes it a feeling that the work is not “well done when ’tis done.” 

I have undertaken this task in the hopes that I could help some who have tried 
to solve the Oregon Statute situation but who do not have access to the documents 
themselves. Much that is interesting has necessarily been sacrificed for the sake 
of brevity. The University Law Library will be pleased, however, to answer any 
specific inquiries so far as in our power and in addition may we ask that any who 
may have pertinent information inform us of any mistatements or errors in the 
hopes that some day a complete history of the Oregon laws may be written by 
someone more competent than the writer. 

The appended tables may make the status in the early days clearer, although 
many things remain in doubt. 

For the fact that there is in the possession of the Oregon Historical Society a 
manuscript book containing the duly passed and approved laws of the session of 
the Legislative Committee of June 1845 which were never published in the form 
therein set out, leaves a suspicion that there are other laws which were never 
published and of which the originals have never been found. 

An instance of this is the Act creating Clatsop County passed by the June 
session, 1844, Archives, p. 43. As references to this county are found quite 
frequently thereafter there seems to be no doubt but that the Act was duly approved 
and took effect. Another reference will make clearer the difficulties that beset one 
who attempts to make the search for these early laws. On page 15 of the Archives 
of Oregon is found a note to the effect that the House Journal of the June 1849 
session from June 24 to August 27 could not be found. A resolution of both 
houses, House Journal, p. 46 and Council Journal, p. 77 of the same session shows 
that both houses were in recess for all but a few days of this period. Whether any 
laws were enacted during this gap of a few days is a matter to be settled by future 
developments. 

As all who read this article doubtless have access to the Hand List of Statutes 
prepared by the Massachusetts State Library, I shall not give a full check list of 
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the volumes of Oregon statutes, but will give the additions to that list which seem 
necessary and such explanations as are needed to an understanding of the early 
laws. 

The first laws adopted by the provisional government of Oregon were the Laws 
of New York, when Dr. Babcock was appointed Supreme Judge on February 
18, 1841, and instructed to act according to those laws, Archives, p. 6. Soon 
thereafter the people adopted a law of Land Claims of their own authorship and 
also a Militia Law, both of which are set out in full in the Archives. On July 
, 1843, the people adopted thirty-seven of the acts of the State of lowa con- 
ined in the Little Blue Book, the Statute Laws of lowa of 1839, known in lowa 
as the Old Blue Book. As none of these laws were published until the Twenty 
Acts of 1850 and the compilation of 1853, the “Little Blue Book” became in every 
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sense a code of Oregon laws. 

The Legislative Committee met again in June 1844. At this session a number 
of laws mostly local in character were passed and published later in the Laws of 
1843-49. Several Acts passed at this session never found their way into print 
although it seems certain that they became law. These are the act creating Clatsop 
county ; an act on Ways and Means which was amended by an act approved August 
15, 1845 (not published) ; an act on Land Claim, amended June 24, 1844, Laws 43-9, 
p. 72; an act on Slavery, repealed December 19, 1844, Laws 43-9, p. 82; and two 
acts which may have failed to receive Executive approval as no reference to them 
is found later: the Appropriation Bill and an act on Military affairs. 

The acts of the December session of 1844 were likewise never published until 
1853 in the laws of 1843-9. 

Two sessions were held in 1845, one in June, which was adjourned July 5 
reconvening again in August, and one in December. The Acts passed at the 
December session of this year are found in the Laws of 43-9, but those of the 
June session exist only in the document in the Oregon Historical Society collection. 
There are forty-one acts contained in this copy, including all but twelve of the 
acts passed at that session as shown by the Journal. These twelve may have 
failed to receive Executive approval however. Several of these acts adopt various 
laws of Iowa and one adopts the “acts of the Legislative Committee of 1844,” not 
“incompatible with the original or amended organic laws, and not repealed” by 
the House of 1845. 

The publication of the remainder of the laws passed until the provisional 
government ceased is shown in the appended list. 

On July 16, 1849 the first session of the Legislature of the Territory of Oregon 
convened in Oregon City. One of the acts of this Legislature was to adopt a code 
of laws and provide for the publication thereof. This code was an adoption of the 
laws of lowa as contained in the Revised Statutes of 1843 with a few amendments 
and changes.’ The publication as directed by this act was never effected and the 
“Big Blue Book,” as the Revised Statutes were called, served as a Code until the 
Twenty Acts were published in 1850. (Note: An interesting account of the 
controversy over the legality of the adoption of this code, one of the chief causes 


' Many of the laws adopted from Iowa were never published in Oregon. I have prepared a list showing 
these, but it is deemed too long for publication here. Copies will be furnished any one interested. 
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of the publication of statutes of 1854, is found in “The History of the Preparation 
of the First Code of Oregon,” by James K. Kelly, Quarterly of the Oregon His- 
torical Society, Vol. IV, p. 185.) 

When the special session of May 2, 1850, met in Oregon City, the Territory had 
been for two years, and the provisional government for the five years of its exist- 
ence, without any published laws of its own. At this session a committee was 
appointed, pursuant to a resolution duly passed, to select and prepare for the 
press such laws as were deemed of most importance, including the acts on “Justices 
of the Peace,” “Probate Courts,” “Revenue,” and “Crimes and Punishments,” and 
continue until twenty had been published. This publication, known as the “Twenty 
Acts,” purports by its title page to contain acts passed at sessions in July 1849 and 
May 1850. Only one of the acts passed at the Mav session of 1850, the Probate 
Clerk Supplemental, appears therein, the remainder of the laws for this session 
being in the laws of 1851. Several of the acts of 1849 included in this volume may 
have been reenacted in the May session, but as no Journals for this session can be 
found, this cannot be determined. 

The second session of December 2, 1850 was the first to succeed in printing all 
the laws passed at any session. By the title pages, the laws of this session, both 
General and Special, purport to contain only the laws of the second session. In fact 
they contain all the acts of the May 1850 session and most of those of the first 
session of 1849. 

The sessions of 1851 and 1852 published their laws in regular order and in 
addition the session of 1852 authorized the preparation and publication of the 
\rchives and the Laws of 1843-49—Laws 1853 p. 65. In the preparation of 
these volumes the laws of the June session of 1845 and some few others mentioned 
previously were apparently not found. 

The uncertainty as to what laws were then in force, due to the controversy over 
the Blue Books and other causes induced this legislature to appoint a commission 
to draft a code for submission to the next Legislature. This commission prepared 
and published the acts recommended and at the session of 1853 most of these were 
adopted, some with amendments, and, with others passed at that session, were 
printed in New York as the Statutes enacted and continued in force at the session 
commencing December 5, 1853. Most of these were shipped around the Horn 
and were lost, only a few copies which had been sent via Panama reaching Oregon 
in safety. This necessitated a new edition, so the session of December 1854 
ordered a new edition to be printed including the acts of that session. It is to be 
noted however that neither of these codes contain the special laws of their 
respective sessions, which were published,as separate volumes. 

But little remains to be said concerning the Oregon laws as the publications 
from 1855 to date have been fairly regular and present but little difficulty, and the 
\assachusetts check list referred to gives all the information necessary. 

To the best of my knowledge, but two reprints of the Oregon laws have been 
made, one of the Twenty Acts and one of the second session, December 2, 1850, 
I.ocal. The former is a photographic copy. The latter is not an exact copy. In the 
original the laws were followed by the Index to the Council Journal, Index to the 
House Journal, and Index to the Laws in order, the total being 82 pages consecu- 








4 LAW LIBRARY JOURNAL 


tively numbered, while in the reprint, the House and Council Journal Indices are 
omitted leaving 65 pages which are numbered consecutively. 
Table Showing Where the Laws of the Various Sessions were Published. 
July 1843 Little Blue Book; Archives 
June 1844 Little Blue Book; Laws 43-49; some unpublished 
Dec. 1844 Laws 1843-49 
June 1845 Not Published 
Dec. 1845 Laws 1843-49 
Dec. 1846 Laws 1843-49 
Dec. 1847 Laws 1843-49 
Dec. 1848 No Laws 
Feb. 1849 Laws 1843-49 
July 1849 Ist Laws 1851; 20 Acts; Laws 1843-49; Big Blue Book 
May 1850 Ex. Twenty Acts (one act only); Laws 1851 
Dec. 1850 2d Laws 1851 
Dec. 1851 3d Laws 1852 
Dec 1852 4th Laws 1853 
Dec. 1853 5th Gen’l. Stats. 1854; Local Laws 1854. 
Dec. 1854 6th Gen’l. Stats. 1855; Local Laws 1855 


Table Showing Laws Contained in the Various Published Volumes. 


Iowa Statutes 1839....contains Laws adopted 1843, July 5; 1844, June 18; 1845-7, Vari- 
ous laws 
Rev. Stats. lowa 1843..contains Laws adopted 1849, Sept. 29 


Twenty Acts 1850.....contains Laws adopted 1850, May; 1843-49, Various sessions 

Laws 1861, 1851....... contains Laws adopted part 1843-49; May 1850, part; Dec. 1850 
all 

ee ae contains Laws adopted 1851 Dec. 

Laws 1853, 1853.......contains Laws adopted 1852 Dec. 


Gen’l. Stats. ’54, 1854..contains Laws adopted 1853 Genl.; Code adopted 1853 session 
Local Laws ’54, 1854..contains Laws adopted 1854 Local Laws 
Gen’l. Stats. 55, 1855..contains Laws adopted *1&54 Genl.; Code adopted 1853 session; 
including laws genl. 1853 
Local Laws ‘55, 1855....contains Laws adopted 1854 Local Laws 
Table Supplemental to Massachusetts State Library List 
Territory 
To “Session (May 1850)” add 180p. 8vo. See explanation of this item, “Twenty 
Acts.” 
To “2d Session, Dec. 2, 1850 ‘Local,’” add 82p. 8vo bound with House and Council 
Journals 


To “4th Sesston, Dec. 6, 1852, ‘General,’” add 76p. 8vo 


To “3d Session, 1864 ‘Special,’ add viiit261+78p. S8vo. Bound with Senate 
Journal 

To “21st Session, 1901 ‘Special’” add 897p. 8vo 

To “22d Session Jan. 12, 1903, ‘Special,’” add &47p 8vo 

To “22d Special Session, Dec. 21, 1903 Special,” add 146+(1) 


\MERICAN ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES 
ANNUAL MEETING, BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA, JUNE 3-5, IQI5. 
Headquarters to be Announced. 


Mr. C. Will Shaffer, tst Vice-President of the Association and Chairman of 
the Committee on Program and Arrangements, announces the following, as a 
tentative program for the meeting. 

Registration will take place at A. L. A. headquarters, where further informa- 
tion as to place and time of meetings will be given. 
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The first session, Thursday A. M., June 3, will give an opportunity for the 
social meeting of law librarians and a Round Table will be held. 
The second session will be held Thursday P. M., June 3. 
Address of welcome by Robert C. Owens, Assistant Librarian, San Francisco 
Law Library. 
Response by Mrs. Maud Barker Cobb, 2d Vice-President, State Librarian, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
President’s Address. E. J. Lien, State Librarian, St. Paul, Minn. 
Reports of the following Standing Committees : 
On Legal Bibliography. 
Chairman, A. J. Small, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Miss Mary K. Ray, Lincoln, Neb. 
E. E. Willever, Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 
To Confer with Library of Congress on Subject Headings. 
Chairman, George N. Cheney, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Luther E. Hewitt, Philadelphia. 
J. David Thompson, Washington, D. C. 
On Shelf Classification of Law Books. 
Chairman, E. A. Feazel, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Mrs. M. C. Klingelsmith, Univ. of Pa., Philadelphia. 
George F. Deiser, Philadelphia. 
On Reprinting Session Laws. 
Chairman, G. FE. Wire, Worcester, Mass. 
A. J. Small, Des Moines, Iowa. 
EK. A. Feazel, Cleveland, Ohio. 
On Latin-American Laws. 
Chairman, ©. J. Field, Washington, D. C. 
I’. B. Crossley, Chicago, II. 
R. B. Anderson, Cambridge, Mass. 
On National Legislative Information Service. 
Chairman, G. S. Godard, Hartford, Conn. 
A. J. Small, Des Moines, Iowa. 
F. O. Poole, New York City. 
On List of Law Libraries and Law Librarians. 
Chairman, George N. Cheney, Syracuse, N. Y. 
A. H. Mettee, Baltimore, Md. 
Miss Edna M. Hawley, Salem, Oregon. 
On Uniformity of Session Laws and Documents. 
Chairman, Edw. Gholson, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Miss Mattie Plunkett, Jackson, Miss. 
G. G. Glasier, Madison, Wis. 
Special Committee on Pagination of Session Laws. 
Chairman, T. L. Cole, Washington, D. C. 
J. D. Thompson, Washington, D. C. 
Miss G. E. Woodard, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
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The third and fourth sessions will be held Friday A. M. and Saturday A. M., 
June 4 and 5, at which times the following papers will be read: 

\merican digest system for library classification. By Glenn Fairbrook, Law 

Librarian, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 

Differing functions and limitations of law libraries. By Dr. G. E. Wire, Wor- 

cester County Law Library, Worcester, Mass. 

Hlow may a law librarian be most useful? By A. M. Hendrickson, St. Paul, 

Minn. 
Necessary support for law libraries. By T. W. Robinson, Librarian, Los 
Angeles County Law Library, Los Angeles, Calif. 

The travel bulletin issued by the American Library Association has been sent 
to all members of the American Association of Law Libraries. Persons who 
desire copies of this bulletin may have them by addressing the secretary, Miss 
Gertrude E. Woodard, University of Michigan Law Library, Ann Arbor. 

Announcements as to the local entertainment for law librarians, in addition to 
that provided for the A. L. A., will be made later. Some changes may be made 
in the sessions as above outlined but the formal program will soon be sent to 


members and others requesting it. 
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NOTES ON LEGAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


‘The most useful knowledge concerning the law is to know where to find it’’ 


(Law librarians and others are requested to send notes appropriate for this page to 


Frederick C 


Hicks, Law Librarian, Columbia University, New York City.) 





The purpose of this department of the Law 
Library Journal is to record bibliographical in- 
formation which will aid in finding and using the 
books that contain the law.* 


HOW AND WHERE TO FIND THE LAW 


Brief making and the use of law books. 31 


ed. Edited by Roger W. Cooley and 
Charles L. Ames. St. Paul, West Pub- 
lishing Co., 1914. 8vo. 2v. 


A companion be 
Making. 


various 


v. 2 is entitled ‘“‘Reference book. 
illustrating the third edition of Brief 
consists of sample pages reprinted from the 
law books cited in vy. 1. 

v. 1 has been revised, enlarged and rearranged. 
Material which can be expressed in tabular form has 
been collected in the appendix, entitled “A manual 
of legal bibliography,’’ including lists of American 
and English reports; a Reporter directory showing 
state reports covered by the Reporter system; list of 
citation books, and digests; the Appellate Courts of 
the various states; main titles of the Standard Digest 
Classification, and of Cyc; and an excellent table of 
abbreviations. The definitions of the main heads of 
the law, which occupied 131 pages in the second edi 
tion, have been omitted 


Daly, Raleigh A. : 
Law teachers’ manual of the 
cases and the use of law 
—_ West Publishing Co., 

V1,226p. 

“This volume is intended solely for the use of 
the instructor.” It contains twelve lessons with the 
following titles: (1) Introduction—bibliography,  di- 
gests, and classification. 2) Analysis of fact—salient 
elements. (3) Analysis of cases—locating authorities 
in the American Digest System. (4) Tables in Ameri- 
can Digest System. (5) Encyclopedias. (6) Selected 
case series. (7) Statutes, ordinances, and rules of 

National Reporters—reports and _ local 

publications. (9) Text-books, citators, and notes to 

(10) English law books. (11-12) General 

review and quiz. 

Accompanying the Manual is a “Student's 
Book,”’ containing outlines for the study of 27 


Glover, John M. 


Llow to find the law. 


analysis of 
books. St. 
1914. 8vo. 


court. (8) 


cases. 


Note 


cases. 


Denver, Western 
Narrow 8vo. 28p. 


Publishing Co., 1913. 
paper. 

Contents: Everything has been decided; The con- 
clusive case; The Text-books; Annotated Reports; 
State Digests; General Digests; Finding the Text 
books: Law and Mechanics; Finding the State 


Finding the Federal Statutes; Finding the 


Statutes; 
Lawyer. 


State Reports; The Case 
Hepburn, Charles M. 

Introductory lecture on 
New York, American Law Book 


how to study 


cases. 
Co., 1909. 8vo. vi,12p. 
The American Institute of Law. Introductory 
Lecture Series. Subject III, Publication No. 31. 


33, Questions and 


Accompanied by Publication No. : 
(Question Book 


Problems in Sow to Study Cases. 
Series. ) 


* Supplementing Aids to the Study and Use of 





Lawyers Reports Annotated and how to 
use it. Rochester, Lawyers Cooperative 
Publishing Co., 1915. 

An advertising circular of 12 pages describing the 


method of using Index to All the Law in L. R. A., 
the L. R. A. Digest, and New Extra Annotations. 


LEGAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Kaiser, John Boynton. 
Law, legislative and 
libraries; an introductory manual 


municipal refer- 


ence 
and bibliographical guide. Boston, Bos- 
ton Book Co., 1914. 8vo. xii,467p. 


Legislative reference li- 


I- 65; 
reference libraries, p. 


Law libraries, p. 
Municipal 


te p. 66-233; 


234-46 
tee with information valuable to librarians, leg- 


islators, lawyers and students. 


Bibliography (of the Court Leet). 
(Jn Hearnshaw, J. C. Leet jurisdiction 
in England. Southampton, Cox & Shar- 
land, 1908. p. 386-395.) 

Books of reference (for students of Egyp- 
tian law.) 
(Jn Goadby, 
to the study of law. A 
the use of Egyptian law 
London, Butterworth & Co., 
Xi.) 

Jenks, Edward. 
Comparative chronological 
mediaeval legal sources. 


Introduction 
handbook for 
students. 
1910. p. Xi- 


Frederic M. 


table of 


(Jn A General Survey of. . Conti- 
nental legal history. Boston, Little, 
3rown & Co., 1912. p. 727-745.) 


Tabulates sources by date in parallel columns from 
the sth ar. the 16th century, for England, Scot- 


land, Italy, Germany, France, Spain and Scandinavia. 
Printed also in Jenks’ Law and Politics in the 
Middle Ages, 1898; and in Anglo-American Legal 


History, 1907. v. 1, p. 69-87. 


Preliminary list of useful articles and chap- 
ters on topics of Anglo-American legal 
history. 

(Jn American Bar 
1900. 30, part 2, p. 


Strong, Theron G. 
Codes, reports and text books. " 
(In his Landmarks of a lawyer’s life- 
time. New York, Dodd, Mead & Co., 
1914. p. 416-440.) 
Relates largely to New York law books. 
p. 416-21, Reports, 422-37, Text-books, 437-40. 


Association. Report, 


191-203. ) 


Codes, 


Addresses 


Annval addresses—Papers read (1879-1913). 
(In Alabama State Bar Association. 


Proceedings, 1913. v. 36, p. 188-198.) 


New York, Baker, Voorhis & Co. 1913. 


Law Books. 








8 LAW LIBRARY JOURNAL 


Annual addresses by presidents—Annual 
addresses—Papers read (1877-1914). 
(Jn New York State Bar Association 


Proceedings, 1914. v. 37, Pp. 455-468.) 
Presidents’ addresses—Annual addresses— 
Papers read (1897-1914). 


(Jn State Bar Association of Indiana 
Report of 18th annual meeting, I914. 
p. 252-257.) 


Periodicals 
Mettee, Andrew H. 


\n index to the articles published in 
the Daily Record and other Maryland 
law publications, and a list of contri- 
butors to said articles. Baltimore, Daily 
Record Co., 1913. 4to. 50p. 

Indexes material in Baltimore Law Transcript, 

Daily Record, Maryland Law Journal, Maryland Law 


Record, Maryland Law Review, Maryland Law Re 
porter, Maryland Reports, Maryland State Bar Asso 
ciation Reports 


Aeria) Law 
Myers, Denys P. 


Bibliography of Aerial Law, including 
magazine articles and references to gen 
CT il \ ork Ss 

(Jn Special libraries, 


p 59-03 ) 


April, 1914. v. 5, 


Education 


Legislative circulars (relating to education). 
Washington, Bureau of Education, 1915. 
Mimeographed lists of federal and state legislation, 


circular no. 1 being dated January 20, 1915. 
Inns of Court 
Bibliography (of the Inns of Court and 
Chancery). 
(Jn Bellot, H. H. L. The Inner and 
Middle Temple. London, Methuen & 


Co., 1902. p. 381-392.) 


Frederick W. Maitland 


Bibliography (of Frederick W. Maitland). 
In Smith, A. L. Frederick William Mait- 
land. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1908. 


Pp. 59-71.) 


LEGAL TERMINOLOGY 


Subject Headings 


Wadhams, Frederick E. 
Agnes M 
Heads and subheads for Index to New 
York Statutes. Plan prepared pursuant 
to L. 1913, Ch. 673. Albany, J. B. Lyon 
Co., 1914. 4to. 132Ip. 
wa 


and Munson, 


Prepared for N State Commission for the 
Preparation of an Index to the Session Laws and 
Statutes of the State. 





Report of the Committee on Classification 
of the law. By Wm. B. Hornblower, 
Emlin McClain, Chas. Thos. Russell, 
Jr.. and E. T. Merrick, Jr. 

(Jn American Bar Association. 
IS8Ol. V. 14, p. 379-408.) 
Table showing proposed classification of 

» 402. 

' The report is printed also in The Law Bulletin of 

the State University of lowa, 1891, no. 2, p. 1 

Widdifield, C. H. 

Words and terms judicially 
Toronto, The Carswell Co., 1914. 
XXIV, 507p. 

Definitions by Canadian and Provincial courts. 


Report 


the law, 


defined, 
8vo. 


Foreign Legal Terms 
Belgium 


Vocabulary of technical phrases in common 
use throughout the codes (of Belgium), 


(In Todd, Ernest. A treatise on Bel- 
gian law. London, Butterworth & Co, 
1905. p. 567-580. 


Irish 


Atkinson, Robert. 

vy to Brehon laws. Dublin, His 
Majesty’s stationery office, 1901. (v. 6, 
Ancient laws of Ireland. Dublin, 186s5- 
IQOI.) 


(;lossar\ 


Japanese 
English-Japanese glossary of important legal 
terms relating to commercial matters 
(and to maritime matters). 
(In Loénholm, Ludwig, trans. New Jap- 
anese law supplementary to the codes. 
Tokyo, Maruya & Co., 1898. Appendix, 
p. I-17.) 
English words, 
nunciation. 


with Japanese characters and pro- 


Scotch 

Dictionary of parallel terms and _ phrases 
in the laws of England and Scotland, 
with index of matters. 
(In Paterson, James. 
English and Scotch 
differences. Edinburgh, 
1860. p. 477-597.) 


Welsh 


A compendium of 
law stating their 
A. & C. Black, 


Glossary. 
(Jn Wade-Evans, A. W. Welsh mediae- 
val law, being a text of LHlowel the Good. 
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1909. p. 325- 
350.) 

Lewis, Timothy. 


glossary of mediaeval Welsh law, 
based upon the Black Book of Chirk. 
Manchester, University Press, 1913. 
Svo. XX11,304 p. 

Mines 
Glossary of [:nglish mining terms. 

(/n Bainbridge, Wm. The law of 
mines and minerals. 5th ed. London, 


Butterworth & Co., 1900. p 727-752.) 





